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TODAY THE COUNTRY, GORBACHEV IS A
ESPECIALLY RUSSIA, SPENT FORCE
IS WITNESSING A HIGH \ POLITICALLY. HE IS
TIDE OF DEMOCRATIC NEEDED AS A SYMBOL
REVIVAL. BUT IT WAS OF RESTORED
NOT THE EIGHT CONSTITUTIONAL
CONSPIRATORS WHO \ STRUCTURES. BUT THE
BROUGHT THE USSR any FUTURE BELONGS TO |
TO THE BRINK OF ' YELTSIN AND THOSE
| DISASTER. IT WAS THE WHO ACTIVELY ‘
WHOLE PARTY, : =% \$ 7] OPPOSED THE |
\ INCLUDING R - = i - g §TAxsoven. '
GORBACHEV HIMSELF. @ o Q% I N L 3 : = HIE
. 4 A L . Y b\ " ) - |
| |
AR ARARR “
During the putsch A new Russian |
the West took the authoritarianism is . |
side of Russia’s clearly taking shape,
| government, firmly and there is no ‘,
| and unequivocally: stopping this. The |
When the putsch West can do little l
|

threaten to |

very much g
\ inter pares, but the 4% withdraw it. Buton |
power that helped R | Yugoslavia, for 1

~ §example, the effect

him crush the junta
30f this kind of

now seems to the

| West to be too great. !prcssure has been

5 ; prachcall) nil.
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SECOND TRAIN TO MINSK

Early in July | sat alone in my hotel room  this way, then that, impervious 1o everything
looking out over the gloomy landscape of the  but what is under its nose — within range of
proletanan bedrooms of Moscow — row after  10oth or claw. Nothing for the world to do bul
row of Orwellian apartment buildings — when ~  get oul of its way and hope
the phone rang. Anytime this happens in Rus-
sa 's sdmething of & shock —

phone just sits there mutely in a of i it were for Byelorussia. 7
threatening irelevance. Where Is that? il's “white Russia® a Soviet
“Mister McMath?" came on overly friendly . Republic bordered by Polahd on the west and
voce Uthuania and Latvia 10 the north — Russia is
*Yes," | said with some nxie! 10 the east and the Ukraine the south. It's
"About your journey tonight.. Youll De  about one third the size of Texas with ten mi
? ly and industrious. Minsk is the capital
*Yes, the second train... from Byelorussia . would seem 10 be a happy
Station._. 1o Minsk.. have a nice oumey.’ . land But I's on the road 1o Moscow. Being
GC:LMMN ; ; + on the road 1o Moscow has never been an in-

receiver. | was indeed go-  gredient for happiness. One has 1o ask
ing 10 Minsk. But | had not known on which nm.nm.nn::'wm
train. Now | knew, it was the second one. That By or the R th

wrong with A L
could imagine them mulling it over. “No, wel  Napoleon bumed it Then it was destroyed in
put him on the second train... that's the-one  Workd War | by
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ng on the edge of a voicano, one that 10 then went 10 the wrong rain. Forget English
erupt within a few weeks, aimost in‘my face.”  at Byelorussia station, but my Russian was no
That a coup d'etat would explode, threaten Ci-  better, 50 | found mysell yelling in Spanish. |
vl war, confrontation with the West, Arma can't explain it, but for some reason border
geddon even, then suddenly, my Jy town Spanish yelled loudly enough seems 1o
sputier out, leaving as many questions as  be universally undersiood. | got pointed low-
answers, Gorbachev gone, finished, then ke ard the second train to Minsk.
the political Houdini he is, returned from obliv- Who else would want 10 go to Minsk?
ion'! Well, there were four of us ina small compart
Once again the world would hold s ment — two double bunks and a littie Lable in
breath over the fate or Russia, a country My were A
which always seems 30 mysterious and Iright-  named Klissas, King and Chavez. Kiissas was
enng Lke a drunken bear, Russia would 3 Greek-Orthodox lawyer from Virginia more
once again swing wildly out of control, first d in cn than

“Last night I was watching the meeting in the square. An extraordina )
Rassia on the move, she can’t stand still, she's restless.and she can’t find rest, she’s
talking and she can't stop.” Pasternak, Dr. Zhivago.

King wag a poel lrom idaho, and Chavez a
heaith-care specialist from New Mexico. And
since King and Chavez were named Kathisen
and Margo, we all siept in our clothes. In fact,
wé spent most of our time standing In the hal
walching central Russia side away during the

Traing In Russia are not new to me. | had

bols of a moderity b
threat and promise — the diasiole and sys-
tole of Russian history ~ and

mise — on and on it goes.

In Moscow the highlight for me had been
a brief chat with Roy Medvedev, a leading in-
teflectual dissenter, He has traditionally been,
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. sée the sun set among the lorests and vi-

al . _Solzhenitsyn was on the second train for the

- 18 such a great paradox. 30 unpredictable, 80
. lerrible, and 30 WA of promise. But, | asked

wondertl countryside of central Russa, »
land filled with vilages, forests, and roads 10
Moscow. Then it occurred 1o me et | ddn’t

has not missed the train af all, he's already
ahead of i, waiting for Russia af the next sta-
1ién, the one of his. own choosing. What wil
happen | cannot say, but it will not De neat, or
clean, or well plamed. &t wil not be “cost
effective” o based on “systems analyss.” In
8 word, not Genman or American o westem,
but quite Russian, fled with contradictions,
the rational, the increditie, the homble and
the magndicent.

| knew then why | was on (he second rain,
the first would have been 100 early. | got 10

lages of the countryside and rise again in the
city. Timing is everything. | knew, 100, thal

same reason, the first was 100 early, arriving
before Russia has swepl them ail away. Be-
cause 10 Solzhenitsyn, one does nol under-
stand Aussia rough reason. one befeves in
her, then one understands — (his is why she

i

. a3 we pullied nto Minsk in the burning
of moming, isn't what he is hoping for
more than a search for a lost morality, 3
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